
NEIL ELLIS RODANOS

N 
eil Ellis is considered to be one of the most influential 

pioneers of the modern-day South African wine industry. His 
vision, the pursuit of quality, extended out of the cellar and into 
the vineyards where varieties would excel and best express a 
particular style of wine reflective of their environment. Today, 
the experience and knowledge of the past are applied to 
modern techniques and technologies for a new generation 
of winemaking. The team at Neil Ellis Wines, which includes 
Neil’s daughter and two sons in leading roles with Warren 
having taken over the winemaking responsibilities, believes in 
responsible environmental practices. They are committed to 
respecting the soil, cutting water use, recycling and reducing 
energy use and greenhouse emissions. They are a member of 
the IPW, a voluntary environmental sustainability program.
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Rodanos is the Celtic name for the river Rhône in France, 
where Syrah and Grenache are mainly grown. A very skillful 
blend of two vineyards, bringing the powerful elegance 
normally associated with a Rhône Valley wine. Superb!

VITICULTURE
The Ellis family focuses on delivering terroir driven wines from 
selected in the Western Cape region with their main vineyards 
located in Stellenbosch, Jonkershoek, and Elgin Valley. Harvesting 
is done by hand and usually done at night in order to maintain 
the grapes natural freshness.

VINIFICATION
In the cellar, Warren Ellis 
practices low intervention 
techniques. Fermentation 
takes place in stainless steel 
and depending on the style of 
wine, the wine either stays in 
stainless steel on its fine lees or 
is transferred to a combination 
of 500 new and used French 
oak barrels.



TASTING NOTES
This full-bodied red wine is built on a solid foundation 
of 70% Syrah, complemented by 20% Cinsault and 10% 
Grenache. An extended maceration results in an attractive 
purple red colour. In the nose immediate notes of dark and 
red berries with underlying spicy undertones. The wine was 
aged for 14 months in 500 l French oak barrels, one third 
new and two thirds neutral to add complexity without 
overpowering this elegant wine with too much oak.

PAIRING SUGGESTION
A great match with roasted and 
braised beef, venison and a welcome 
partner to any traditional braai, the 
South African version of a barbecue.
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Region Western Cape, Groenekloof & Piekenierskloof

Classification Wine of Western Cape

Vintage 2015

Grapes 70% Syrah, 20% Cinsault, 10% Grenache

Soil Composition Decomposed granite and clay

Vineyard Training Bush vines

Density/Yield 50 hl/ha

Fermentation

Fermentation in stainless steel with several 
punch-downs. Further maceration took place 
before light pressing. Aging in 500 l French 
barrels, of which 33% was new, for 14 months.

Alcohol 14.0%

Residual Sugar 2.5 g/l

PH 3.6 g/l

TA 5.5 g/l

Free SO2 45 mg/l

Total SO2 75 mg/l

SKU: 843626


